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(54) DOCUMENT RETRIEVING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To return to a retrieval condition on a 
previous stage at any time so as to execute retrieval 
again when it is judged that the finally inputted retrieval 
condition is not suitable by preserving retrieval 
information concerning stepwise retrieving operations as 
history information in a history information part. 
CONSTITUTION: A user inputs a keyword by a keyword 
input part 3. A retrieval part 5 prepares a retrieval 
keyword list so as to retrieve a document by using the 
inputted keyword and a keyword connection table. A 
display part 6 selectively displays the retrieved result. 
Simultaneously, the retrieval keyword (formula) and 
these information are preserved in a history information 
management part 7. The user inputs the next keyword 

and constructs the retrieval keyword formula. All the keyword formulas corresponding to 
retrieved results are preserved in the management part 7. A history operation part 8 is 
equipped with a function to return to the desired retrieval stage by retroacting to this history 
information. When the user judges that the finally inputted retrieval condition formula is not 
suitable, it is possible to return to the retrieval condition formula on the previous stage and to 
execute retrieval again, and efficient retrieval is enabled. 
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